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Zoning and Neighborhood Plan Amendments ITEM No. ?6'
(Public Hearings and Possible Action)
RECOMMENDATION FOR COUNCIL ACTION

Subject: C14H-05-0021 - Noyes Smith House - Conduct a public heaning and approve an ordinance amending
Chapter 25-2 of the Austin City Code by rezoning property locally known as 911 W. 21st Street (Waller Creek
Watershed) from multi-family residence-moderate high density-conditional overlay-neighborhood plan {MF-4-CO-
NP) combining district zoning to multi-family residence-moderate thgh density-historic-conditional overlay-
neighborhood plan (MF-4-H-CO-NP) combining district zoning. Staff Recommendation® To decument the house to
HABS Level II standards and allow relocation. Historic Landmark Commission Recommendation: To grant multi-
family residence-moderate high density-histonic-conditional overlay-neighborhood plan (MF-4-H-CO-NP) combining
district zoning. Planning Commission recemmendation. To deny histonic zoning upon the completion of HABS Level
IT documentation and allow relocation of the house. Applicant: Historic Landmark Commission. Agent:
Neighborhood Planning and Zonmg Department. City Staff. Steve Sadowsky, 974-6454.

@ Additional Backup Material
(click to open) For More Information:
[ staff Report

@

http://meetings.coacd.org/item attachments.cfm?meetingid=63&itemid=2703&item=76 11/8/2006



ZONING CHANGE REVIEW SHEET

CASE NUMBER: C14H-06-0021 HI.C DATE: August 28, 2006
ZAP DATE: October 3, 2006

APPLICANT: Historic Landmark Commission

HISTORIC NAME: Herbert and Alice Bohn House

WATERSHED: Shoal Creek

ADDRESS OF PROPOSED ZONING CHANGE: 1301 W. 29t Street

ZONING FROM: SF-3 TO: SF-3-H

SUMMARY STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends the proposed zoning
change from single family residence (SF-3) district to single family residence — Historic
(SF-3-H) combining district zoning,

HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION ACTION: Recommended the proposed zoning
change from single-family residence {SF-3} district to single family residence — Historic
(SF-3-H) combining district zoning. Vote: 7-0 (Leary and Arriaga absent).

ZONING AND PLATTING COMMISSION ACTION: Recommended the proposed zoning
change from single family residence (SF-3) district to single family residence — Historic
(SF-3-H) combining district zoning. Vote: 7-0 (Pinell1 and Jackson absent).

DEPARTMENT COMMENTS: The Bohn House is outside the bounds of the
Comprehensive Cultural Resources Survey (1984). It is contributing to the Old West
Austin National Register Historic District.

CITY COUNCIL DATE: November 16, 2006  ACTION:
ORDINANCE READINGS: 15T 2ND 3RD ORDINANCE NUMBER:
CASE MANAGER: Steve Sadowsky PHONE: 974-G454

NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATION: Pembherton Heights Neighborhood Association

BASIS FOR RECOMMENDATION:

The ca. 1938 Herbert and Alice Bohn House is the city’s premier example of Moderne
residential architecture. Bohn was a prominent local businessman, the principal in Bohn
Brothers (later Bohn’s) Department Store on Congress Avenue. He designed the house and
had Roy Thomas, one of the city’s leading architects, draw up the plans




Architecture:

The Herbert and Alice Bohn House is a masterpiece of Art Moderne residential design.
Popular in the 1930s and 1940s, Art Moderne took its inspiration from the transportation
age, with streamlined details, unconventional shapes such as porthole windows, glass
bricks, and lines suggesting movement. The Bohn House has the massing of Art Moderne
buildings, with square and rounded lines on the exterior, porthole windows at either side of
the front door, a rounded glass brick solariam overlooking Shoal Creek, rounded corners at
the sides of the front block and in the overhang at the front door. The movement celebrated
by Art Moderne architecture is evident 1in the horizontal grooves in the retaining walls
facing 29th Street and the curved metal railings enclosing the deck. The pool was added 1n
1945, and is fed from an artesian spring on the property. The house takes full advantage of
1ts site, built on the sloping west bluff and overlooking Shoal Creek.

Historical Associations:

Herbert Bohn (1905-1967) was the son of Herman Bohn, one of three brothers who opened a
clothing store on Congress Avenue in 1896. Bohn Brothers was one of the city’s leading
department stores, and a leader 1n new building technology. Bohn Brothers was the first
store in Austin to have plate glass display windows (1905), and the first store to have air
conditioning. Herbert Bohn was a principal in the store with several relatives until he
bought out their interests and managed the store on his own. He changed the name from
Bohn Brothers to Bohn's 1n 1955, and changed the focus of the store from a department
store to a specialty fashion shop. Herbert Bohn closed the business in 1960 and devoted his
time to Bohn’s Travel Agency in the Driskill Hotel thereafter. After his death in 1967, his
widow continued to live in the house until her death recently. The house 1s still owned by
the three children of Herbert and Alice Bohn.

Herbert Bohn was a born designer, and came up with every detail of the house, from 1ts
round-arched interior doors to wall finishes. He asked family friend and prominent local
architect Roy Thomas to draw up the plans for the house, which are archived at the Austin
History Center.

PARCEL NQ.: 02170004200000 DEED RECORD: 4-9-2005

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: Lot 3, Wooldrdge Drive Addition

ANNUAL TAX ABATEMENT: $11,765 (owner-occupied rate); city portion: $2,000
(capped)
$5,918 (income-producing rate); city portion: $1,430

APPRAISED VALUE: $866,830

PRESENT USE: Vacant

CONDITION: Good




PRESENT OWNER
H_.E. (Skip) Bohn
5405 Tortuga Trail
Austin, Texas 78731

DATE BUILT: ca. 1938

ALTERATIONS/ADDITIONS: None apparent
ORIGINAL OWNER(S): Herbert and Alice Bohn (1938)

OTHER HISTORICAL DESIGNATIONS: None
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Herbert and Alice Bohn House
1301 W. 29th Street
ca. 1938
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Herbert and Alice Bohn House
1301 W. 29th Street
ca. 1938



OCCUPANCY HISTORY
1301 W. 29" Street

City Directory Research, Austin History Center
By City Historic Preservation Office
August, 2006

1976 William S. and Alice Brewer, cwners
Retired
1971 Mrs. Alice Bohn, owner

Widow, Herbert P. Bohn
No cccupation listed

1967 Herbert D. and Alice Bohn, owners
Retired
1963 Herbert D and Alice Bohn, owners -

No occupation listed

1959 Herbert D. and Alice Bohn, owners
Bohn's Department Store, 517-19 Congress Avenue

1955 Herbert D. and Alice Bohn, owners
Bohn Brothers Department Store, 517-19 Congress Avenue

1952 Herbert D and Ahce Bohn, owners
Bohn Brothers Department Store, 517-19 Congress Avenue

1949 Herbert D. and Alice Bohn, owners
Bohn Brothers Department Store, 517-19 Congress Avenue

1947 Herbert D. and Alice Bohn, owners
Bohn Brothers Depariment Store, 517-19 Congress Avenue

1944-45 Herbert D. and Alice Bohn, owners
Bohn Brothers Department Store, 517-19 Congress Avenue

1942 Herbert D and Alice Bohn, owners
Bohn Brothers Department Store, 517-19 Congress Avenue

1940 Herbert D and Alice Bohn, owners
Bohn Brothers Department Store, 517-189 Congress Avenue

1937 Address not listed. :
NOTE. Herbert and Alice Bohn lived at 122 Laurel Lane in Aldnch Place
before building the house on Shoal Creek
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By Marsia Hart Reese

Exterior photographs by Malcolm Cook
Interior phatographs by Dennis Fagan

4-5 doorbell rings. Mrs. William 5. Brewer rises

from her chair in the solarium, walks up the terra-cotta

- tile steps to the living room, then across the agua-

‘marine carpet to the entry hall past the round port-
- hole window to the front door.

She opens it. Through the screen she faces a young

stranger. He is smiling, polite, almost reverent in de-

[y

dents,” she thinks to hersell. She is right. .
Like many before him, the young man has gathered
up his courage and his camera, marched bravely up the
liriope-bordered steps. and rung the doorbell of 1301
Woest 29th St.His mission: to ask if he might phote:
graph thé houss, ,
Secretly, he has fantasized a scenario in which the
, owners invite him inside 1o have a lock around, He
often has wondered if the interior is as impressive as
the outside. But today he's corne face to face with Mrs.
Brewer and reality. She tells him yes, he may take pie- -
‘tures of the exterior, but politely asks him to confine
his photographic wanderings to the front lawn.

With a grin, gratitude, and gushing admiration for
what he calls the house's “Art Deco” design, he bids -
Mrs. Brewer a nice day and starts adjusting his F-stop.

Mrs. Brewer returns to her semi-circular solarium
with its glass bricks, terrazzo floor, jungle of potied
plants lining the casement windows. She has had many
such callers before and is now resigred to the proba-
bility that she will have more in days to come, It's al-
most an everydiy occurrence when you live in the leg.
endary Bohn house, .

. . ) . . To many people, such intfusions upon privacy might
. ; .. . ' = ' . " [ o ' bhe a nuisance, but to:Alice Brewer they are modest
An object of local curiosity since' 938, the fabulous Bohn house is Austin’s ;1 | | . ST R | tributes 1o the extraordinary vision and salent of her
, . L Ao " R AT S B R T R * - first husband; the late Herbert Bohn, who designed the
unique example of the modernistic style o , IR . . .

" il
[
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o Tew pewn

why a young family of five should want such a big
oo house, with its three stories, four bedrooms, servants’
| quarters, and enormaus grounds {an entire city block),
" Besides, it was situated way out in the country, across Lo .
2%th Streer fram MacGregor's horse farm and riding ] T e e —
stables! Why an earth would they want to live so far . .
from town? ’ :

What the curious folk lving amid their post-Vic-
torian bric-a-brac probably didn't realize was that the
house was Herbert Bohn's dream. He meticulousty -
“worked out every dewil, from the curving, polished
alurainum stair railings wo the suspended cailing-light

Seen through the reund dogrway, the dining raom is @
framed portrait of statsly efegance. The daor is con-

pansls, to make that dream a reality. As Mrs. Brewer cealed in the wall above.

“The Magic Door,” as the Bohn children colled it, was house. “This house is strictly his design—every bit of
i inspired by the 1937 film Lost Horizon, Of matched, it,” she says proudly. :
; figured gum with cherry finish, its mystery is enbanced 8ohn asked Roy L. Thomas, one of Ausun's first
: by velvctex glass panels and inlaid polished chronium practicing architects and a close family friend, 1o draw
Strips, Arched, _,.nssmu%ﬁa%mha aaznan.u“.sn up the spetifications for his design, although Thomas'
shope, ond gre set off by moatchin, baseboa ; iy i i
vents, and disgaraed tromers vn_sw. experience had been mainty in chureh and schoo) archi-

tecture. The tomtractor was Ernest Parkar.

The Bohn house was well under construction in Au- .
. 2ust 1938 when an article in Austin Building Magozine, r
RS ; . titled “Austin’s Most Unusual Home,” called it “3 castle

-oR in the clowds that has come to earth™ That may have
- been the wricer's euphemistic way of expressing a
Py common apirion thay the house loaked like semething
T . from cuter space, for at the time it was the cnly mod-
E ernistic home in Austin. Even today it romaing 2 unique
landmarie. . .
: “Everyone thought we were ‘far out’ then” says
[ Mrs. Brewer. And that was not only becauss of the
. astonishing futurism of the residence’s design, but also
! Uag&ﬁusurﬁrv_cag:oorﬁnw&nﬁnr
H . Mrs. Brewer recalls that her mother-in-law expressed
} Fiaraf arrangements by Cowgirls und Flywers, - serigus concern in those days that the Bohns three
young children—Caleen, Skip, and Bobby—might

wander off the 80-foot precipice and tumble headfirst )
into the creek, ’

h

31 Austin Homes & Gardens—April 1982

Austin Humes & Gardens—Aprit 1942

Austin i {omes & n,&w&r,:lI)‘:_ W2 31

=



The exterio view of thé semi-circular solarium—with i
windows below—probably hos given rise 2o an errones
coptain, The terraced lown, foreground, fecures o se
ance emptied into o fish pond. Enterprising raccoons

converted to extra parking space,

ts curved deck gnd aluminum railing above, parthote
us local myth that the house belonged to @ ship's:

ries of rack-bordered streams ond mini-woterfalls, which
eventually depleted the pond's stock, and it was

The swimming pacl, one of the first residential s in

‘Austin, was Gidded to the west side of the propeity in 1945.

Nate the individual touches, such as the biue fion fiead and curved concrete benches, afso designed by Bobn,

remembers it, he reworked the plans at feast 30 times
during a three-week period before he was satisfied
with them. -

“The result of his efforts was a unified monument to
the "30s ideal of all that was modern and luxurious. Walls

-of the first-floor powder room were lirge sheets of

peach mirror. A radio speaker was concealed in the
living room’s §3-foot acoustical ceiling. The solarium

“featured.a blue -and yellow tile goldfish-pond. In the
" dinette and kitchen, the custom-designed round booth,

built-in buffet, cabinets, and counter tiles all were
color-coardinated to carry out a watermelon theme:
pink, red, and green with black accents.

And the large scale of the living room required spe-
cial seating, so Roy Beal, FASID, who had his own com-
mercial furniture manufacturing company in south Auss

+ tinat the tme, was asked 1o make a modular, curved
- sofa especially to fit. The upholstery color marched the

carpeting and walls, It was calied “ashes of roses.”
Surprisingly, Herbert Bohn never, was trained s an

architect or designer. He'was a member of the family

thac since - 1895 awned and operated Bohn Bros. de-

partment store in the 500 block of Congress Avenue.
(The store was the first business in Austin to instll
plate-glass windows, and also the first to be air-condi-
tioned, facts which seemn to indicate that forward
thinking must have run in the Bohn family.)

According 1o Mrs. Brewer. however, her first hus-
band was “like a square peg in a round hole™ as a mer-
chant. “He had a sccret passion for design.” she says.
Their daughter Coleen, Mrs. Doyle H. Moore, recalls
that Bohn was always designing something, drawing,
painting, or even carving, She still prizes a lecpard star-
uerte he carved for her about a year befare his death in
1967.

Early on, Bohn was a0 admirer of the architecture of
Frank Lloyd Wright. He would read and swdy "every-
thing he could get his hands on™ about Wright's work,
says Mrs. Brewer, “to see what ‘modern’ was all about, 'y
what made it different.” o oo T

Bur an equally significant inspiration for Bolin's dream.. |
house, and the key to understanding his vision, was the '
film Lost Horizon swarring Ronald Coleman and jane
Wyatt, which the Bohny saw in 1937,

42 Austin Hames & Gazdens—April 1942
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The entry hott is @ morve! of '30s glarnour. Satin-aluminum handrail on the stoirway, left, is studded with
lorge, clear glass beads. Porthole windows flank the frant door, right, and semi-circular cormer columns
cantain up-fighting. More light is concealed within stepped ceiling-panels, painted black, another Bohn

piration, Red gum woodwork and arched doors are design motifs corried throughout the house. ltalian tile
{loaring was added recently,

_wn{:n atiention to detail, groceful symmetry, and

doar’s electric switch, We children were not allowed

to g0 in while they put up the decorations and placed

our presents around the tree, Christras morning, we

would wait excitedly in the dining room. Then, ‘the

magic door,” a5 we called it, would slowly go up tw

reveal the beautiful scene—the lights, the big, tall tree,
-and all our gifts. It was just like fairyland to us.”

in 1945 the Bohns added a swimming pool, fed from
an artesian well. Built on the west side of the praperty,
it was one of the first home swimming pools in Austin,
It, too, was Boha's own design. He fashioned handsome
lion heads along the wall bordering the podl and semi-
circular conerete benches for the walkway around it. It
was frequently the scene of swimming parties 3s the
children were growing up.

Mrs. Moore, the only one of the Bohn children still
residing in Austin, says, “Our parents entertained for
us all the time. During our schaol days, anytime any-
body wanted to have & meeting or a party, they asked
to have it at our house, and our parents were very
generous about it: They always welcomed our friends.”

Looking at the cream-colored stuces residence on a
sunny spring morming, with cicadas whirring in the live

i S P et e -0kS, - wter - trickling - quietly -over- the rocks fortrin
Streamlingd turves ore halimarks of Bohn's design for ' & quietty '

his “dream home,” os evidenced in this northwest view
of the fagédde

‘Based on the novel by James Hilton and directed by
Frank Capra, Lost Horizon is the story of a utopian so-
ciety hidden in the timeless Villey of the Blue Moon,
deep in the Himalayas, The name of Hilten's mointain
paradise was Shangri-La, a place where kindness, peace,
and beauty abound and people never seem to grow
old. The film made Shangri-La a househo!d word.

Art director Stephen Goosson won the Academy
Award for his set design, a Hollywood fantasy of orien-
tal mystery combined with imaginative, modernistic ar-

. chitecture,

Circular doorways were a stytistic motif throughout
the fifm, Mrs. Brewer says, and that influenced Bohn
directly in planning his home. He wanted a circle-
shaped door ‘between the living and dining rooms.

V¥¥hen told that such a thing was, from a practical stand-
- . point, impossible, he replied, “Then give me a conven-

tional door within a circular doorway.” The builder

- complied by installing a motorized door that slides up

m_ﬁon:nip__nwoﬁﬁ_.ocania,ni:rsnn&wo:
button. .

Today, the door still remains a marvel, but to the
children growing up in the Bohn house it was pure
heaven. Coleen Mocre recalls the part the door played
in the family's Christmas ritual; “On Christmas Eve, our
parents would close the living room and shut off the

terraces on the east lawn, and a saft breeze ruffling the
ferns hanging in baskets from various branches, you are
tempted to imagine what it was like to grow up in the
Bohn house. It must have been a little fike living in
Shangri-la. =

Viewed from the northwest, the Bohn house ap-

pears foreshortened into a Cubistic montage of boxes
ond cylinders. The cornér fosm on the ground {loor,
center, features wrap-around casement windows, Now
used a5 guest room and study, it is reminiscent of o
ship’s cabin, with buif-in desk and horizents! cluminum
strips around the center of the walis.

43
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" [Bohns Observe

Golden |
{Anniversary

, Fiity yeany axo. three young
openod & clotilng store
in tae 500 blogk of €ongress mve-
nye, 8nd the sonx of two of tum
will help celebrate the store's
golden annivergary dur! une
'w'ill?xe b!:éheu wer,;, Tmann,
am and Henry bn. Heary
{Ieft the firm ix months tater and
moved to Ban Antenlo, where he
now Nves, snd Hermann and Wil
linm tontinued active in the busi-
ness untl thelr deaihs
'I‘orlly Herbert, Walter and Wil-
. Hobn and Carl Widen xmke
up lh: fitm, ‘The thres
sons of the original Bahn Bruﬂm-:
nid are drea!nx !ux!ﬂnilrs
whoze parents and
wers oustomery of he arfgim Bohn
Bros. The olher day Herbert and
Willlam Pohn were Jogking through
ledgers from 1852 mnd noted muny
temillar sccounts

A f:w of thess sccounts, speaed
50 yoars age. gre still uuve. while
#thery Bave ron  threugh thres
xenznﬂm

From the store with dllbl!.?l on
the sidawralk, Buiin's has grown Inis
] cump!etu department store, with
clathing {md: for evety mem-
ber e! lhe family Back when
whalebone corsel staves were fve
cents n bucdle and boots were ‘3
l plil‘ the store was ¢o:

Austin's  most modern =m~
riuma.” Now, in a modern, air-
Toeditioned dullding, # ocoupies
that yame role 25 & modern depart-
nrant store
During June th- firm will cele-
bLrate fts golden annlversary with a

number of fpecial events I.I.rnhed.

of course, by the third war the

organization has wuﬂ:ered. A 30-

the butlding, asd o ern‘.upi‘ux will

recall the qrm' half-p-century. +
Thi first baby bern 1n Ausiln
during Juoe will recelve a $50 war

bond as & birthdey g(ii frem Bebn
Brall

Whe:n Willlm Bohn died in llll

reor)
H:rmnnn nnd F J HBohn, un.
Berthe Bohn and C T Widen as
the partners Laler, ar the second
generation of Bohn boys grew up,
they were 3dded &t }

Many of the tamous bames In
+inthing, such as Stetson hats.-
Griffop tlothes and Packard shoes,
have been stocked at the siore 40
o 50 years, with [be ledgen
the #iory of purchud of bew Tnct-

nHise aVEly S6REOR. .

i
el

M
' With dcpartments [or every aye

! from {nfunts te grown-ups, Eohn
Brothers uses what s preudly

eaffed & “premoiion” gyzicm for its

eustemers, Children’s clathes nre

upsizire, and when Pers pob ie be

ahoyt 14, they ste glven » "diple-

" and sent le the men's departi-

ment downstalrs, .

The siore has led the way in

modernjzation  In 909, 1t installed

the tirst plate glasy display wl;|-

dows c35 avenue, and in
1679, » tomplete yemodeling gave 1t
a oo stone - and - grillwork

front, ihe flrst exam) ';le of that type-

of arcl on the avanue, Bud
lhrnuﬂaiﬁn?e year, the ],uutim‘
hap been the same
‘ Many employes have been with
the compsny a long tme Con-
ticuously for 3¢ yedrs Joe Almaa
has perved this tlem, except in 1017
and 108, when he went (o work
for Uncle Sam and went with the
AEF to France Ne ziarted to work
for Bohn'Brothers as a boy in 1806,
and he went back to his job there
the day he returned from the army
Other employes who bave been

with the firm many are Mrs
Nellle Richter, Mrs. Elen Sand- ¢
strom, - 4

ployes are Misa Mary Katherine

Simmy ard Mrs Kethryn Swenzon

Junes Jackson, who was in chargs

of (ke shoo department, joined ihe

- army last month xnd iy stationed st
Camp Wolters '

The tirm has always laken W

keen interest ln local affurs Mem-

bers of fhe fiom have served my

‘ presideniy of the Retml Merchants
arsogistlon, Llons club, Exchange

club, rod Austin Saengerrunde and

as pembers of the Chamber of

Farmeres aod the Ausin schodd

Ade{"e Eklund, Martin Enequm nnd
Frauk Lopex More recent em-
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